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Innovative program provides hands-on experience to aspiring farmers 
Big Muddy Urban Farm opens application to Aspiring Farmer Residency 

 
August 1st, 2016 Omaha, NE - Applications are now available for Big Muddy Urban Farm’s 
inaugural Aspiring Farmer Residency program. The Aspiring Farmer Residency is a year-long 
program supporting five resident farmers with a place to live while they learn how to develop a 
sustainable market farm business plan and grow crops on several city plots of land. 
 
Big Muddy sprouted the residency out of 4 years of growing for a community supported 
agriculture (CSA) program and seeing the success of former farmers go on to realize their own 
rural operations. The residency house, located at 3322 Burt Street, is within walking distance to 
all of the seven farm plots in the Gifford Park Neighborhood. Residents receive room and board 
for their performance of part-time fieldwork hours and educational requirements like record 
keeping and establish farmer mentorship experiences. 
 
“The residency’s focus on education is two-fold” says Brent Lubbert, Big Muddy Urban Farm 
Executive Director. “It provides a high-energy atmosphere where aspiring farmers can learn 
from shared experiences and make decisions on a small-scale farm operation allowing them to 
start realizing what kind of farm they could grow into and what kind of skills they should be 
focusing on to achieve their dreams. Consumers also receive educational benefits from the 
proximity of the farm close to their everyday activities, where they can ask questions about the 
food system, the work involved and begin to make more informed purchasing decisions.” 
 
Applications for the residency close October 1st, 2016 with a selection process concluding at a 
Big Muddy Urban Farm fundraising banquet in late fall. Residents will move into the house in 
January 2017 to begin farm planning for the season. For more information or to apply please 
visit www.bigmuddyurbanfarm.org . 
 

### 
 

About. 
Big Muddy Urban Farm is a non-profit educational farm located in the heart of Omaha that offers 
a year-long residency program for aspiring farmers and an in-depth academy series for 
gardeners. The farm started in winter of 2011 and now tend to 7 plots in the Gifford Park 
Neighborhood providing local and diverse fruits, vegetables and herbs as well as sharing skills 
and resources with our community. 
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